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COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN
[bookmark: _GoBack]The solar array is installed on city property above the Nelson Hydro Generation Station in Bonnington, just outside of Nelson. The size is approximately 65kW and consists of 248 solar panels. The system feeds into the Nelson Hydro grid and is part of Nelson Hydro’s capital assets. The system is fully subscribed to investors. Subscribers include renters, homeowners, business owners, some of Nelson’s Co-ps, several churches, local schools, and the local college. 
This is a customer-led project that was initiated after the pre-project investment target levels were met and approval was received by City Council in 2015. Investors receive an annual credit on their Nelson Hydro electric bill in proportion to their investment for 25 years. Since commissioning in 2017, Nelson Hydro has credited $33,073.77 to subscribers’ utility accounts.
The final cost of the project was $331,372 for construction, materials and installation from 2015-2017. The costs were covered by; Investors at 67%; grants at 22% and Nelson Hydro at 11%. Investors spent $923/panel. Nelson Hydro spent a further $17,916 in 2018 for panel replacement and a new security system due to theft. The five-year average cost for maintenance (2018-2022) is $4,085.17 with the lowest year in 2020 at $1,567.02 with 2022 at $2,638.38 for the year.
The solar array generated 68,432.92 kWh in 2021. To put this in context, the 2021 average urban residential electric consumption was 8,584 kWh annually and the 2021 average rural residential electric consumption was 12,781 kWh annually. This means that the generation from the solar panels in 2021 would have supplied electricity to 8 urban residential homes or 5 rural residential homes for the year.
To view day-to-day generation data, visit the Online Solar Production Monitoring Tool provided by the manufacturer.
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