
2021 marks the 125th Anniversary of  hydroelectr ic power in Nelson.

I t  was in the year 1896 that Nelson became the f i rst  community in Br i t ish Columbia
to have i ts own hydroelectr ic power stat ion operat ing at  Cottonwood Fal ls.  I t  was
cal led the Nelson Electr ic Light Company. With increasing demands for more
power,  11 years later in January 1907, the new City Power Plant started operat ion
at Bonnington Fal ls.   

You can learn more about our history at  nelson.ca/hydro and by explor ing the
History of Hydro  ser ies displayed on the pad mount t ransformers located in
downtown Nelson. 
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Earl ier  th is summer,  Nelson Hydro turned of f  the automat ic reclosers on our
distr ibut ion l ines for  the safety of  our community,  customers and our forests.

Automat ic reclosers can quickly restore power af ter  outages, but they can also
ampl i fy the f i re r isk f rom damaged l ines as they produce sparks by design. Dur ing
t imes when the f i re danger rat ing is High to Extreme, the reclose sett ing is turned
off  to avoid the potent ia l  of  start ing interface f i res.  This resul ts in more frequent
and longer outages since, wi thout the reclosers,  crews need to respond to patrol
the l ines and manual ly restore power once the issue has been ident i f ied.

The recloser detects a power surge, momentar i ly  interrupts electr ic i ty f low, and
then automat ical ly recloses i ts contacts to restart  f low down the af fected l ine.
Reclosers usual ly t ry restart ing a l ine two to three t imes before giv ing up and
“ locking out”  a l ine.  Sometimes mult ip le at tempts are needed to do the job,  such as
when high-temperature electr ical  arc ing at  the s i te of  the faul t  burns away hung
trees or t ree l imbs. Under the wrong condi t ions,  such arcing and igni t ion can
obviously spark a f i re.

Nelson Hydro wi l l  turn the reclosers back on when the regional  f i re danger rat ing
has stabi l ized to Moderate danger or below. 

City of Nelson, Bonnington Falls Power Plant, 1940

Original 35 kilowatt direct current generator at
Cottonwood Falls power plant.



EcoSave of fers on-bi l l
f inancing to Ci ty of  Nelson
residents for  energy
upgrades and for E-bikes.

As you may remember,  we hoped to of fer  our onl ine portal  to Nelson Hydro
customers in the spr ing of  2021. However,  dur ing part  of  the standard secur i ty
preparat ion completed by our IT Department and third-party secur i ty testers,  we
uncovered f indings that required at tent ion.  We worked with our partner Advanced
Uti l i ty  Systems to remediate and resolve these issues and are now conf ident in
launching the onl ine portal  to our customers.  Nelson Hydro is pleased that the work
we have undertaken to create a secure portal  for  our customers wi l l  make processes
better for  others in the industry.  

On Tuesday, September 14th,  2021, Nelson Hydro wi l l  of f ic ia l ly  launch the onl ine
portal .

 

Stay tuned for fur ther updates on the City of  Nelson Facebook page and our Ci ty
websi te.  As of  Sept 14th,  p lease fol low the l ink f rom the main page at
www.nelson.ca (see icon above) to register for  your onl ine account.  

The  Osprey have moved in!

On June 9th,  Nelson Hydro instal led a pole wi th
an osprey plat form on Hwy 3A near the Harrop
Ferry.  The osprey had been persistent ly bui ld ing
on the nearby power pole creat ing a safety
hazard for workers and the osprey.  In
consul tat ion wi th Pandion Ecological  Research,
the new, ta l ler  pole wi th a nest plat form was
placed a few meters away. The Nelson Hydro
Power Line Crew took the extra t ime to secure
branches to the plat form before rais ing i t  into
place to give the osprey a head start  on their
nest.  Two weeks later,  a breeding pair  had
already moved in!

Thank you to everyone in the community that
cont inue to help Nelson Hydro be proact ive in
f inding solut ions to these issues before they
resul t  in power outages or in jury to workers and
wi ld l i fe.
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An income qual i f ied
program (ECAP) that
provides free
instal lat ion of  energy
eff ic iency products and
may resul t  in a new gas
furnace, added
insulat ion and more.

Free EnerGuide home
energy evaluat ion (af ter
rebates).  In order to
access the maximum
energy upgrade rebate
amounts,  you must start
wi th the evaluat ion
before you begin any
work.  

Visit  nelson.ca/ecosave to
register for the Regional
Energy Eff iciency
Program to access:

I f  you would l ike guidance
to determine which program
is best for  you, please
emai l  the EcoSave Program
Manager at
ecosave@nelson.ca.

SAVE ENERGY,

SAVE MONEY!
Starting September 14th, Nelson Hydro customers can register for their online account.

ON-BILL FINANCING

n e l s o n . c a / e c o s a v e

Nelson Hydro will be hosting a virtual presentation and Q& A session for the public

regarding our 2022 General Rate Application to the BCUC on Monday, Sept. 27, 2021.  





Please visit nelson.ca/hydro for details on how to register for the presentation.

Questions? Email: nelsonhydro@nelson.ca

BCUC Application Presentation 

http://www.nelson.ca/
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